January 4, 2012
TO:  2012 4-H BEEF & OTHER LIVESTOCK MEMBERS

         4-H ADULT LEADERS

         4-H LIVESTOCK COMMITTEE MEMBERS

         4-H CORPORATION BOARD MEMBERS

2012 ENROLLMENT DATES:  **If you have any issues with your animals, such as ringworm, please DO NOT bring them before 11:00 a.m. on the Feb. 4th ID day.
	Again in 2012: Premise ID numbers are REQUIRED for exhibiting Beef, Sheep, Swine, Goats and Poultry.  This must be written on the livestock enrollment forms.


Saturday, February 4th – All Beef & Dairy Steers & Market Heifers – Identification and Beef Rate-of-Gain Weigh-In, 9:00 A.M.-12:00 Noon at the 4-H fairgrounds.  BOAH RFID tags will be used in 2012.  Beef Steers, Market Heifers and Dairy Steers must be in the possession of, fed, cared for, and records kept by the 4-H member from this time through the 2012 Clark County 4-H Fair.  NOTE:  The Commercial Heifer deadline is no longer the same as the Beef & Dairy Steer deadline.  Breeding Heifers may come to the February 4th date to be identified, or may come to the spring livestock enrollment date on Saturday, May 12th.  
PLEASE NOTE:  NEW Four-H members must join a local 4-H club and turn in a 2012 Clark County 4-H member enrollment form to the Clark County Extension Office prior to the February 4th ID day to be eligible in order to be covered by insurance.
Saturday, May 12th – Spring Livestock Enrollment – Alternate date for Breeding Heifers
identification. All Heifers (both Commercial & Registered) must be in the possession of fed, cared for, and records kept by the 4-H member from this time through the 2012 Clark County 4-H Fair. This is also the enrollment deadline for Sheep, Swine, Dairy, Goats, Poultry, Rabbits and Lamas.  Again in 2012:  There will be no extended deadline for Rabbits.  Rabbit enrollment forms will also be due on or before Saturday, May 12th.
	All Sheep (wethers, yearlings, ewes) are to be brought to this May 12th ID day for identification with the RFID tags. Indiana State Fair Goats & Sheep MUST be retinal scanned on this day at $4.00 per head.


Animal Registration – If you are not sure about the registerability of your animal(s), it is your responsibility to contact the respective breed association well in advance of the county enrollment deadline.  
Identification Requirements for 2012 State Fair Heifers/Steers – Steers & Commercial Heifers must be RFID tagged and also tagged with a five-digit county tag for identification purposes to show at the Indiana State Fair and must be done on Saturday, February 4th, from 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon
	It is now required to provide your Premise ID # for both County & State Fair enrollment.  If you do not have a Premise ID #, you can go to the BOAH website (www.in.gov/boah/2328.htm) to apply for your Premise ID #.


· All 4-H families and entrants shall follow all general rules and regulations in the 4-H Exhibit Handbook and the entire livestock section of the handbook.  Any violation of a rule and/or regulation shall be cause for immediate disqualification from exhibiting and auctioning their animals. 
· Please refer to the 2012 4-H Exhibit Handbook (which will be available after March 1st) for all rules and regulations.
· Sheep, Swine, Dairy & Beef Exhibitors:  Except for commercial females, all purebred animals must be registered, including purebred market animals (barrows, steers).  The registration numbers must be recorded with the respective breed associations and the registration papers and transfers must be made on or before the May 12th enrollment deadline.  (No photocopies, carbons, or FAX copies, except a FAX sent directly from the National Breed Association to the Purdue Extension-Clark County Office) in the possession of the exhibitor.  These registration papers must be presented to the respective committee at the time established prior to the respective show at the Clark County 4-H Fair.  The breeder’s tag/tattoo must be worn by the animal if required by the breed association.  The registration papers must show that the exhibitor owns the animal being exhibited entirely or in part (as indicated and allowed in the animal ownership requirements in General Livestock Rules of the 2012 4-H Exhibit Handbook) and continuously from the county enrollment date through the 2012 Clark County 4-H Fair.

· County Born & Raised designation must be made at the time of enrollment on February 4th (beef) or May 12th (other livestock) in order to be eligible for the competition at the 4-H Fair.  Please mark these animals with a “CB” to the left of the animal on the appropriate enrollment form.  This will save time during enrollment procedures. Failure to comply will merely mean that your animal is not eligible for the county born & raised competition. Committee will not be making changes at the 4-H Fair check-in time!

COUNTY LEVEL RULES TO NOTE FOR 2012:

· Only females two years old or younger will be eligible for Grand Champion female.
· In order for a cow/calf pair to show as County Born & Raised BOTH the cow and the calf must be County Born & Raised.
NOTE:  First year 4-H Livestock members will not be receiving this information unless we 
receive their name(s) in the Extension Office.  If you know of any members who are enrolling for their first year, please pass the enrollment and identification informa-

tion on to them.  THERE ARE ABSOLUTELY NO EXCEPTIONS TO PROPER ENROLL-

MENT PROCEDURES – NOT EVEN FOR FIRST YEAR MEMBERS.

· Steers & Heifers born after January 1 of the current calendar year may be shown as feeder calves by ANY 4-H Beef member (not just first year 4-H Beef members as in past years).  
ID DAY CONFLICTS:
If some unforeseen circumstance should arise, a written request form must be filed on the appropriate enrollment date (February 4th or May 12th) for a seven calendar day extension. The 4-H member must arrange to have Livestock Committee members (pre-designated by the Livestock Steering Committee) and a veterinarian to complete the necessary ear tagging within seven calendar days of the enrollment date; all costs are to be absorbed by the 4-H member. (NOTE:  The Official 4-H Livestock Enrollment Form must still be in the Clark County Extension Office on or before the appropriate enrollment date and time.)

GUIDELINES FOR FILLING OUT THE ENROLLMENT FORM: (Must be completed before unloading animals.)
1) Use one enrollment form per 4-H member, even if families plan to co-enroll siblings.
2) Beef Steers and heifers of the same 4-H’er can be listed on the same enrollment form.  

3) Ear tag numbers and weights will be added on the identification date, Saturday, February 4th  or Saturday, May 12th.
4) Name, address, county, telephone, club, date of birth, project years, 4-H years and PREMISE ID # MUST be completed. Forms without this information can be considered incomplete and result in an incomplete enrollment.

5) Breed, sex, and date of birth MUST also be completed. Please make sure the information is correct. Steer & Commercial Heifers will show by weight at the 2012 Clark County 4-H Fair. For cow/calf pairs, where the calf is not born yet, please note this on the Official 4-H Livestock Enrollment Form.

6) BOTH the 4-H member and the member’s parent or guardian must sign the form.

BEEF REGULATIONS:

Steers – Four-H members may enroll as many animals as they desire, but only one animal per breed or variety will be exhibited in each class at the Clark County 4-H Fair.  Heifers – Two entries per class in female classes will be allowed for the 4-H Female Beef Show, with the stipulation that a current Clark County 4-H member (preferably with Beef Show experience) can assist in showing another 4-H members animal if that 4-H’er has two animals in the same class.  Steer & Commercial Heifer classes will be divided by four general weights: Light, Medium, Heavy, and Super Heavy weight.  Although Fair Officials may alter classes to provide a balanced class size, general weight guidelines are as follows:  Light Weight = 650-850 lbs.; Medium Weight = 851-1,000 lbs.; Heavy Weight = 1,001-1,200 lbs.; and Super heavy Weight = 1,201 lbs. & above.

*Registration papers must be available at the time of 4-H Fair weigh-in (SATURDAY, JULY 14th) for Purebred Steers to show in breed classes.  Faxes will be accepted.  NO extension if papers are not available.  If the registration papers are not available, the steer will show in a crossbreed class.

All Beef Steers, Commercial Heifers and Commercial Cows must be RFID ear tagged, plus five-digit county tag for show at the 2012 Clark County 4-H Fair.  Heifers previously ear tagged, which will be brought down to show in a cow class must be identified again at either ID day.

COUNTY BORN & RAISED COMPETITION:

A County Born & Raised competition will be offered within each Steer & Female class.  Animals entered in the competition must be identified as Born & Raised in Clark County, Indiana on the Official 4-H Livestock Enrollment Form.  This should be done by placing a “CB” on the form next to the animal’s identification number for each County Born & Raised animal.  Livestock Committee members reserve the right to require proof of location of birth at the time of identification: Bill of Sales, Registration Papers, or proof of dam’s ownership at the time of the animal’s birth will all suffice. As mentioned previously, you must enroll your animal(s) as County Born & Raised at the time you submit your livestock enrollment form (February 4th or May 12th) or the animal(s) will not be allowed to show in the County Born & Raised class.
BEEF RATE-OF-GAIN CONTEST (STEERS ONLY):
All Steers weighed on Saturday, February 4th will be entered in the Beef Rate-of-Gain Contest.

LIVESTOCK ENTRY AT THE CLARK COUNTY 4-H FAIR:

Horses & Livestock (excluding Poultry & Rabbits) will be entered on SATURDAY, JULY 14th, from 7:00 a.m.-12:00 noon.  Poultry & Rabbits will be entered on SATURDAY, JULY 14th, from 1:00 p.m.5:00 p.m.
STATE FAIR ENTRIES:
REMEMBER:  You must have your Indiana State Fair bound beef animals RFID tagged, plus five-digit county tag.
1) It is NOT required for registered heifers to have an RFID tag.  

2) If a registered heifer goes to the State Fair, all of her enrollment, registration and ID information is correct and matches, and she is sifted out by the breed sifters, she will be able to show in the crossbred class.

3) If a registered heifer comes to the State Fair, and her enrollment, registration and ID information is NOT correct, and she is deemed ineligible to show in the registered heifer class; she will only be able to show in the crossbred class if she meets the ID requirements for crossbreds; i.e. retinal scan or RFID on the enrollment form.

If you plan to compete at the 2012 Indiana State Fair in August, it is imperative that you read the State Fair rules on the back of the livestock enrollment form. Clark County is following State Fair guidelines for enrollment and identification of livestock.  If you are interested in exhibiting at the Indiana State Fair, please contact the Extension Office for further State Fair guidelines.  Note: June 1 is the deadline for entering beef animals at the Indiana State Fair.  The entry fee for the State Fair is $15.00 per species.

Please call the Extension Office (256-4591) if you have any questions regarding the 4-H livestock enrollment procedures, and/or if you need additional enrollment forms.  Again, if you know of any first year 4-H livestock members, please see that we are notified, so that we may send them the appropriate forms.
OTHER UPCOMING EVENTS:

· Livestock Judging Career Development Event – Livestock Judging is an opportunity for any 4-H member in grade 3 and higher to learn about Sheep, Swine, Beef Cattle, and Boer Goats. Participants do not need to be enrolled in a livestock project in order to take part in Livestock Judging. The CDE consists of “judging” Beef, Sheep, Swine and Boer Goats and then giving oral reasons to justify one’s rankings. Participants evaluate a class of animals based on their size, soundness, breed characteristics, and then rank the animals just like a judge does at the Fair. Everyone is welcome to join no matter what they know or don’t know about Beef, Sheep, Swine, and Boer Goats. If you would like to join the 4-H Livestock Judging Team, practices will begin in February. Please contact the Extension Office (256-4591) to sign up to receive more information. The Area Livestock Career Development Event (CDE) is scheduled for Thursday, April 5th at United Producers Stockyard in Little York. Shawn & Lisa Hall will be serving as the coaches for the coming year.
2012 CLARK COUNTY 4-H FAIR – JULY 13th – JULY 21st
2012 INDIANA STATE FAIR – AUGUST 3rd – AUGUST 19th 

Sincerely,

Robert C. Allen

Extension Educator-4-H Youth Development
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